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British retort later on, 'but having admitted them, you must
treat them justly.3
The upshot was that the treasury of the Transvaal, which
had been the poorest, soon became the richest in South Africa.
Kruger's ambitions rose. He bought extensive armaments. He
had glimpses of a Boer paramountcy. From Europe he engaged
clever Dutch civil servants; and these 'Hollanders', as they were
called, naturally strengthened the anti-English bias to which they
owed their posts. They helped him to coquet with European
Powers, particularly Germany. Here there was an obstacle in
the 1884 Convention, which debarred the Transvaal from treat-
ing with foreign governments, other than that of the Orange
Free State, except through Great Britain. Notwithstanding it,
he made contacts with Berlin; and on 27 January 1895, address-
ing a Kaiser-Kommers1 held by German residents in the Trans-
vaal, he publicly indicated their purpose.
Two earlier episodes had some bearing on his attitude. The
first went back to November 1884, when a British force of 4,000
men under Sir Charles Warren put an end to obstinate Boer
encroachments in Bechuanaland and compelled respect for the
frontier fixed nine months earlier by the London Convention.2
This hemmed the Transvaal on the west; while later the Char-
tered Company's acquisition of Rhodesia hemmed it on the
north. The second episode was a treaty regarding Swaziland
and Tongaland made by Lord Ripon with the Transvaal in
December 1894. Under it, after years of dispute, Kruger ob-
tained Swaziland as a protectorate; but Tongaland, the coastal
strip between it and sea, was earmarked by Great Britain. He
had been much set on getting a port of his own, and this final
exclusion from salt water mortified and rankled with him in-
tensely.3
1 i.e. a convivial meeting to celebrate the German emperor's birthday.
* The minister who had impelled the Gladstone cabinet to this resolute action
was, curiously enough, Chamberlain. His interest had been stirred by the famous
Birmingham congregational minister, Dr. R. W. Dale (1829-95), whose own zeal
had been enlisted on behalf of the Bechuanas by a great missionary, the Rev. John
Mackenzie.
3 In July 1895 he told Garrett, the editor of the Cape Times: *I always said it
[Swaziland] was nothing save as a way to the sea. I said that all along, and it was
well understood. And now they no sooner give it to me than they take away
altogether the only thing that made it worth having—the way to the sea' (Sir
E. T. Cook, Edmund Garrett (1909), 211). Five years earlier he had told the same
interviewer: *If England works together with me in that way [i.e. by conceding him

